‘Live and Let Live’ Meeting Minutes
Storey Park Community Centre, Morpeth
12th October 2011

Present:

David Tweedy, John Gray, Frank Lyford, Carolyn Roberts, Annie Bishop, Ron Moule, Karon Cook, Adeline Keogh, Julia Lyford, Hala Zaluczkowska and Michelle Redfern
1. Everyone introduced who they were

David Tweedy- His role includes anti-social behaviour issues in a housing context. 

John Gray- Policy and Partnership officer for Community Safety. John works with partner through LMAPs.

Frank Lyford- Splinter Group 
Carolyn Roberts- Facilitator of NDDN

Annie Bishop- Chair NDDN and a member of the Board of Adapt

Ron Moule – Thwist, helping develop an LGBT Network

Karon Cook - Wansbeck Disability Forum, Outreach, Newbiggin, Stakeford, Choppington, 24/7 mobile contact, working on youth team.

Adeline Keogh - Aspire 2B BME Women’s Support Worker
Michelle Redfern- Northumbria Police Neighbourhood Co-ordinator, covering Northumberland, working with all diversity groups, involvement in a campaign on disability hate crime awareness. Michelle clarified that her role follows on from Carol Freeman’s post. The police coordinating group (TCG) agreed a function for Michelle’s post with community support to people experiencing hate crime and 20% prevention work. 
Hala Zaluczkowska – Works with diversity groups through Fourth Action and NCDN.
2. Notes of last meeting

Julia took people through the notes of the last meeting and explained the project proposal diagram. Ron highlighted the importance of the group of community organisations working together sometimes on a wider remit  than the police agenda. 

3. What about a liaison group?

There was further discussion about the idea of a liaison group or forum
John shared that it takes time to establish multi sectoral infrastructure, and referred to the similar framework for Domestic Violence. Hala shared her experience of the North N’Land DV Forum. It had a strong statutory presence, plus third sector partners. Cath from WHAC hd suggested at the last meeting that this structure had worked well in keeping everyone in the loop. John explained that it is being re-launched, possible with south, north and west groups. Michelle asked what they discuss, and John said he would find out more as he hasn’t seen minutes yet.

4. Definitions
There was further discussion about the terms we are using. We explored other ways of describing hate crime including the idea of ‘status’ crime. We all agreed that a practical support service which raises general awareness is more important that the language, and a forum would be a good way of making sure there was good communication between communities and mainstream services.                                  

Ron shared a recent experience in the Co-op in Haltwhistle where he and a friend felt threatened, and where the police did respond quickly. The experience reinforced Ron’s view that it is very important to involve businesses and other venues where people meet up in our planning for awareness raising.

5. Northumbria Police Participating Budgeting
Julia had submitted an application to pitch for £2,500 from Northumbria Police’s participatory budgeting programme, which had been successful. We discussed ideas for our presentation which will take place on 1st Nov at Morpeth Town Hall. We agreed it would be important to emphasise:
· That we are bringing all equalities together
· That Northumberland doesn’t have a support system in place like elsewhere in the region (ie ARCH) and that we would like to develop our own 

· That what we are suggesting is about support and advocacy and will complement what happens through housing, police etc, who will engage with us

We agreed that it would be good for a few of us to share a little bit about ourselves and what we would like to see happen, and then come together to demonstrate that we are all wanting to work together. Julia will put together a pro forma for people to use to help them think through what to say, and will produce a short presentation to follow up to explain the project - This is who I am, this is what happened, and this is what I want. 
She will also check if we can all go along as the publicity invited two people from each group.
6. Next steps for project development

John will talk to Maurice about the way that the domestic abuse forum process is progressing to see if we could use a similar approach. We agreed to meet again after the presentation on the 1st at 1pm to explore how to develop our plans further.
7. Awareness- raising in schools

Karon shared her group’s interest in putting together a programme for Disability Awareness in schools. Karon thought that talking about her own experience to young people who have no experience of disabled people would be great, and there would be learning both ways.

Carolyn expressed an interest in this. Julia suggested that one way for this group to take this forward would be for each diversity group (BME, LGBT, women, disabled etc) to do some work on what they would like to include then putting this together into an all-equalities resource.
Ron suggested a title ‘Live and Let Live’ for the project, which we will use in our presentation.
8. Date and Time of next meeting

1pm on Tues 1st November at Morpeth Town Hall (the Cornmarket) following on from the Participatory Budgeting event, 
We will pick a further date in late November for a fuller follow-up.
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